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for him to venture; but that if he would be pleased
to stay, and go with him to a little hut which he
had hard by, for his retreat in the night, he would
guide him in the morning to a place where he should
pass the river with safety.

The traveller thanked him for the kind offer, but
seemed rather inclined to go on; Sir, says the
Arabian, the night approaches, and you may meet
with other dangers in the way, from crocodiles,
lions, &c., pressing him again to stay; but he de-
clined it again, and as to the dangers, he laughed at
and despised them; Well then, says the kind hos-
pitable Arabian, let me send one of my servants
with you to guide you. He seemed at first inclined
to accept so kind an offer as that was, but falling a
little further into discourse, the Arabian perceived
the stranger began to look pleased, and fancying he
would accept the first offer, viz., of staying all night,
moved it again, and with a little additional entreat-
ing, the stranger consented to that part, and turned
back with them.

The Arabian, though with two servants with him,
was always on foot; he had himself no weapons,
being without fear but of wild beasts, against which
his two servants were his security, who were armed
with swords and lances; but the stranger, well
armed as above, turning back, they went on fearless
together towards the hill, which was about the dis-
tance of two miles.

In the way, the Arabian was a little shocked with
the unusual civility which a great overgrown cro-
codile showed them ; who rushing out of a marshy
kind of bog near the way, came forward towards
them, but on a sudden turned back, and very ob-
sequiously crept into the lurking-place where it
had just before come out from, and lay still there, as
quiet as if it had been hushed by its own fears, as
perhaps it was.